
Cherokee Nation Community Archery Parks – Vinita and Sallisaw – Public Notice 

Cherokee Nation request comments regarding the environmental assessments and impacts of 
construction and development of two new Community Archery Park ranges in the cities of Vinita and 
Sallisaw, OK.  

Through partnership with the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation, Cherokee Nation has 

proposed the development of Community Archery Parks in the following locations: 

Vinita: The site is located in the city of Vinita, Craig County, Oklahoma.  The legal description of the 
proposed site is a tract of trust status land situated in part of the SE¼ NE¼ of Section 27, 
Township 25 North, Range 20 East, Craig County, Oklahoma, more particularly described as 
follows:   Commencing at the SE corner of the SE¼ NE¼; thence West 842.00 feet; thence North 
360.00 feet to the Point of Beginning; thence West 470.00 feet; thence North 330.00 feet; 
thence N61˚02’52”E 537.12 feet; thence South 590.00 feet to the Point of Beginning, containing 
4.96 acres more or less. 

Sallisaw: The site is located in the city of Sallisaw, Sequoyah County, Oklahoma.  The legal description of 
the proposed site is a tract of trust status land situated in part of the SW¼ NE¼ SE ¼ and part of 
the SE ¼ NE ¼ SE ¼ of Section 1, Township 11 North, Range 23 East, Sequoyah County, 
Oklahoma, containing 4.2 acres more or less. 

Please reference the individual Community Archery Park Environmental Assessments at: 

Vinita: https://cherokee.org/media/5ttoyvpi/2020‐vinita‐archery‐park‐ea.pdf  

Sallisaw: https://cherokee.org/media/ktgeae3x/2020‐sallisaw‐archery‐park‐ea.pdf  

Cherokee Nation invites citizens and other interested parties to review and comment on the 

environmental assessments and impacts of the proposed Community Archery Parks for Vinita and 

Sallisaw, OK. Submission may be sent to: 

Email: Jennifer‐Pigeon@cherokee.org 

Or 

Mail: Cherokee Nation 

ATTN: Jennifer Pigeon 

PO Box 0948 

Tahlequah, OK 74465‐0948 
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1.0  Purpose of and Need for Action 

1.1 Introduction and Background 
There are more archery hunters and shooters in the United States than ever before. 
However, there are few public archery ranges to meet their needs and even fewer with an 
elevated shooting platform.  
 
The Cherokee Nation, in partnership with the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation (ODWC) and in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
has prepared this Environmental Assessment (EA) to analyze potential effects on physical, 
biological, and recreation conditions that may result from the implementation of the 
proposed Vinita Archery Park project.   
 
Funds for this project would be provided through a grant under the Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration (WSFR) Program, administered by the USFWS. The WSFR Program provides 
funds to the states and insular areas fish and wildlife agencies for projects to restore, 
conserve, manage, and enhance wild birds and mammals and their habitat. The Program is 
authorized by the Wildlife Restoration Act (Pittman-Robertson PR) of 1937. Thus, the 
proposal is subject to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) as implemented by the 
Council on Environmental Quality regulations (40 Code of Federal Regulations 155, et seq.) 
and U.S. Department of the Interior NEPA procedures. 

1.2 Purpose and Need 
Archery hunters need to practice often with a variety of distances and types of shots. They 
need to gain experience on how to properly strike a game animal from various distances 
and from both ground and elevated levels. �
 
Access to archery ranges is becoming much more difficult because of city ordinances. It is 
essential that action is taken to develop and maintain additional archery shooting 
opportunities for the hunters and shooters of Oklahoma. Failure to develop additional 
archery ranges will result in an increase in wounding loss and missed opportunities at 
harvest. Lack of locations to participate could present a barrier, preventing some individuals 
from becoming involved in shooting sports. An archery range will also help to educate 
hunters on the importance of Fall Arrest Systems (FAS). The ranges will feature an 
elevated stand for archers to practice from and require the use of FAS.  
 
Archery also plays a significant part of ancestry and modern culture of the Cherokee 
people.  An Archery Range that is free and open to all would allow for the continuance of 
this part of the culture to be passed from tribal elders to their sons, daughters and 
grandchildren for many years to come. 
 
This project will allow the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation to partner with the 
Cherokee Nation to plan, design and construct two community archery parks in the cities of 
Vinita and Sallisaw to meet this need.  This document will focus on the park planned for 
Vinita, Oklahoma. 
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2.0 Alternatives 

2.1 No Action Alternative 
The No Action Alternative is defined as maintaining the conditions now present within the 
project site. The Cherokee Nation would not develop or alter the existing parcel under the 
Wildlife Restoration Grant Program. Construction of the recreational archery park would not 
occur. The USFWS/ODWC would not appropriate funds for construction of the recreational 
archery range. None of the amenities of the project would be provided, and the community 
would lack a valuable social, recreational and educational resource.  

2.2 Proposed Action Alternative 
The proposed project will include an elevated shooting platform with four stationary targets 
at various distances. Also included will be a covered adult shooting platform (ground level) 
with nine shooting stations and eight targets at various distances. There will also be a 
covered youth shooting platform (ground level) with five shooting stations and four targets 
at various distances. Final design is not yet complete, but safety berms will be built where 
needed. Also, ADA sidewalks will be included where needed to make the facility ADA 
compliant. A small gravel parking lot will be included, with a turnabout large enough for 
buses. Finally, there will be 16 3-D targets throughout the range and a restroom.   
 
 

 
Reference Site Plan 
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Site Map 
 
Project Reference Photos: 
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Shooting Barn and Platform (Reference Photo) 
 

 
 
 

Shooting Barn (Reference Photo) 
 

 
Shooting Platform (Reference Photo) 
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The Proposed Action is located on previously disturbed vacant land located within the City 
of Vinita, Oklahoma. The project also includes minimal ground disturbance and consists of 
maintaining the current green space condition by adding an outdoor recreational resource. 
Resource issues considered for potential impacts from the Proposed Action and then 
dismissed from further analysis in this EA are listed below, with rationale for the dismissal:  
 

x Water Resources – No surface, ground water, floodplain or wetland resource is 
located onsite 

x Air Resources – The entire State of Oklahoma is currently and historically is in 
Attainment with all of EPAs National Ambient Air Quality Standards. 

x Socioeconomic Conditions – The project is expected to have a minor beneficial 
impact to the local economy with some increased visitation by providing additional 
recreational opportunity to the public. 

x Resource Use Patterns – Green space remaining green space 
 

 
FEMA FIRMette 
  



VINITA ARCHERY PARK | APRIL 2020 6 
 

 
USFWS – Wetland Map 
 
3.0 Description of the Affected Environment 

3.1 Land Resources 
The site is located in the city of Vinita, Craig County, Oklahoma.  The legal description of 
the proposed site is a tract of trust status land situated in part of the SE¼ NE¼ of Section 
27, Township 25 North, Range 20 East, Craig County, Oklahoma, more particularly 
described as follows:   Commencing at the SE corner of the SE¼ NE¼; thence West 
842.00 feet; thence North 360.00 feet to the Point of Beginning; thence West 470.00 feet; 
thence North 330.00 feet; thence N61˚02’52”E 537.12 feet; thence South 590.00 feet to the 
Point of Beginning, containing 4.96 acres more or less.   
 
The project site is currently an open grassland and is maintained by occasional mowing.  
The surrounding land use patterns are predominately commercial, which is the ideal 
compatible land use to pair with an Archery Range.   The Cherokee Nation Vinita Health 
Clinic is located to the east.  The Vinita Municipal Airport is located to the west and 
Interstate 44 and the Turnpike McDonalds is located due north.   
 
The soils found onsite include Dennis silt loam (DnB) and Parsons silt loam (PaA) both of 
which are classified by the Natural Resources Conservation Service Web Soil Survey Map 
as having a Prime Farmland designation.   
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USDA Prime Farmland Map 
 

3.2 Living Resources 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) information, planning and conservation 
(iPaC) planning tool was used to generate an official list of threatened and endangered 
species.  The list below shows the seven species potentially found at the project location  
 
Endangered Species Preferred Habitat Status  
Gray Bat Inhabits caves year round Endangered 
Northern Long-Eared Bat Hibernates in caves and mine during 

winter / Inhabits trees in summer 
Threatened 

Least Tern Preferred habitat islands and sandbars 
along large rivers 

Endangered 

Piping Plover Prefers sandy beaches Threatened 
Red Knot Prefers sandy, gravel, or cobble 

beaches 
Threatened 

Ozark Cavefish Inhabits cave streams Threatened 
American Burying Beetle Prefers open tall grasslands and 

wooded areas  
Endangered 
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The project site consists of an open grassland that is maintained by occasional mowing. 
This is considered favorable habitat of only one of the above listed species, the American 
Burying Beetle (ABB). 
 

 
Open grassland on site around 24 inches in height – Not maintained by grazing or 
frequent mowing (Preferred ABB habitat) 

3.3 Cultural Resources 
 
The project site had been previously surveyed for other projects in June/July 2008.  The 
results of the survey found “no cultural resources were observed in the study area” 
(Reference 1). 
 
4.0 Environmental Consequences 

4.1 Land Resources 
x No Action Alternative –The No Action alternative would have no immediate 

adverse effect on land resources.  However, there is the potential that the land 
would be developed in the future and thus the greenspace area would be lost. 

 
x Proposed Action Alternative – If the Proposed Action Alternative is chosen, it 

would not likely have any adverse effect on land resources.  The project area is 
designated as Prime Farmland according to the USDA Web Soil Service.  An 
AD-1006 form was sent to USDA, the total point value is 82. Sites that receive a 
point total of less than 160, require no further coordination with the Farmland 
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Protection Act.  In addition, Jake Boyett, NRCS Conservationist, determined that 
“the proposed site does not appear to effect any NRCS structures.”  

4.2 Living Resources 
x No Action Alternative – If the Proposed Action Alternative is chosen, it would 

not have any adverse effect on living resources.   
 
x Proposed Action Alternative – Due to lack of habitat present at the site, the 

Proposed Action will have no effect on Gray Bat, Northern Long-Eared Bat, 
Least Tern, Piping Plover, Red Knot, and Ozark Cavefish.  Implementation of the 
Proposed Action will result in disturbance of approximately 4.96 acres of 
potential habitat for the American Burying Beetle (ABB).  Of that amount, 4.85 
acres will be a permanent cover change, and 0.11 acres will be a permanent 
change.  Measures outlined in the Cherokee Nation Conservation and Mitigation 
Program will be implemented.  Due to impacts to ABB habitat, it was determined 
that the project may affect, and is likely to adversely affect the ABB.  USFWS 
Oklahoma Ecological Services office has concurred that incidental take 
associated with this project would be covered under the Cherokee Nation’s 
Programmatic Biological Opinion, "Cherokee Nation Actions for years 2017-2026 
(02EKOK00-2017-F-1556)” (see Reference 2). 

4.3 Cultural Resources 
x No Action Alternative – If the No Action Alternative is chosen, the proposed 

site would remain undeveloped.  No effects to cultural resources would occur. 
 
x Proposed Action Alternative – As stated in Section 3.3, previous surveys did 

not find significant cultural or historic resources. Cherokee Nation has received 
concurrences from the Oklahoma Archeological Survey (OAS) (dated 2/25/2019) 
and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) (dated 3/8/2019). In the event 
that archeological deposits or features should be encountered during 
construction, work would cease immediately, and Cherokee Nation, OAS, and 
SHPO would be contacted for further consultation. 
 

5.0 Mitigation Measures 

5.1 Land Resources 
No mitigation measures for land resources are necessary. 

5.2 Living Resources 
The Cherokee Nation Conservation and Mitigation Program (CMP), Permit Number 
02EKOK00-2017-F-1556, will be utilized to mitigate potential impacts to the ABB.  The 
project will disturb approximately 4.96 acres of potential ABB habitat outside of the ABB 
Conservation Priority Area (CPA).  Of that amount, 4.85 acres will be a permanent cover 
change, and 0.11 acres will be a permanent change, resulting in 2.5 ABB Conservation 
Credits used. 
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5.3 Cultural Resources 
The OAS, SHPO and Cherokee Nation must be notified of any chipped stone, tools, 
pottery, bone, historic crockery, glass, metal items, building materials or historic findings 
are uncovered to ensure destruction of these sites does not occur during construction. 
Should archeological evidence be discovered during the construction phase or excavation 
phase, activities will be halted and the Cherokee Nation, OAS and SHPO will be informed. 
 

5.4  Public Involvement 
Appropriate public involvement helps identify issues, resources, and resource uses that 
could be impacted, reducing the chances of overlooking a potentially significant issue or 
reasonable alternative. This Draft EA will be made available for a 30-day public comment 
period. 
 
6.0 References 
 
Reference One – Section 106 Consultation letters and responses received from, State 
Historic Preservation Office, Oklahoma Archeological Survey Office, and the Cherokee 
Nation.  The Cherokee Nation assumed concurrence with the project from the Delaware 
Tribe, the United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee, the Caddo Tribe of Oklahoma, and the 
Wichita & Affiliated Tribes, because they were contacted but did not respond. Also, 
included Archeological Field Survey conducted in June/July 2008. 
 
Reference Two –Section 7 Consultation sent to USFWS - Species Conclusion Table, 
Project Review Concurrence and US Fish & Wildlife Official Species List – concurrence 
assumed after 45 days. 
 
Reference Three – AD-1006 Form, Natural Resource Conservation Web Soil Survey maps 
(Prime Farmland), completed March 5, 2019. 
 
 
 



















































































Species Conclusions Table 

Project Name:  Vinita Archery Park, Craig County            Prepared by: Andrea Taylor, Manager     Date:  3/27/2019 

Species / Critical 
Habitat 

Habitat 
Determination 

Notes / Documentation ESA 
Determination 

Birds    

Least Tern No potential habitat 
present 

US Fish and Wildlife Service Species Fact Sheet – Preferred habitat for the Least tern consists of 
islands or sandbars along large rivers for nesting.  On February 25, 2019, a field survey was 
conducted to assess habitat conditions of the site.  The site consisted of an open grassland that 
was/is maintained through occasional mowing, not considered preferred habitat for the Least Tern.    

No effect 

Piping Plover No potential habitat 
present 

US Fish and Wildlife Service Species Fact Sheet - Preferred habitat for the Piping Plover consists 
of sandy beaches along large rivers for nesting.  On February 25, 2019, a field survey was 
conducted to assess habitat conditions of the site.  The site consisted of an open grassland that 
was/is maintained through occasional mowing, not considered preferred habitat for the Piping 
Plover.    

No effect 

Red Knot No potential habitat 
present 

US Fish and Wildlife Service – Preferred habitat for the Red Know consists of sandy, gravel or 
cobble beaches, tidal mudflats, salt marshes, shallow coastal impoundments and lagoons, and 
peat banks.  On February 25, 2019, a field survey was conducted to assess habitat conditions of 
the site.  The site consisted of an open grassland that was/is maintained through occasional 
mowing, not considered preferred habitat for the Red Knot.    

No effect 

Fishes    

Ozark Cave Fish  No potential habitat 
present 

US Fish and Wildlife Service – The Ozark Cavefish lives in caves, sinkholes, and underground 
springs/aquifers that are untouched by light.  On February 25, 2019, a field survey was conducted 
to assess habitat conditions of the site.  The site consisted of an open grassland that was/is 
maintained through occasional mowing.  No bodies of water or cave resources were noted in the 
project area.    

No effect 

Insects    

American Burying 
Beetle 

Potential habitat 
present 

USFWS ABB Field Survey Protocol – Preferred habitat for the ABB consists of open tall grasslands 
and wooded areas.  On February 25, 2019, a field survey was conducted to assess habitat 
conditions of the site.  The site consisted of an open grassland that was/is maintained through 
occasional mowing. This habitat is considered favorable for the ABB.  The Cherokee Nation 
Conservation and Mitigation Program (CMP), Permit Number 02EKOK00-2017-F-1556, will be 
utilized to mitigate potential impacts to the ABB.  The project will disturb approximately 4.96 acres 
of potential ABB habitat outside of the ABB Conservation Priority Area (CPA).  Of that amount, 
4.85 acres will be a permanent cover change, and 0.11 acres will be a permanent change, 
resulting in 2.5 ABB Conservation Credits used.  See attached CMP Withdrawal Slip for calculation 
of Conservation Credits.  

May affect, 
likely to 
adversely 
affect 

Mammals    



Gray Bat No potential habitat 
present 

US Fish and Wildlife Service Species Fact Sheet – this species is known to inhabit caves year-
round.   It is also known to forage in trees for food.   On February 25, 2019, a field survey was 
conducted to assess habitat conditions of the site.  The site consisted of an open grassland that 
was/is maintained through occasional mowing, not considered preferred habitat for the Gray Bat.    

No effect 

Northern long-
eared bat 

No potential habitat 
present 

USFWS 4(d) Final Rule for the NLEB – This species is known to hibernate in caves and mines in 
the winter and roosts in trees in the summer.   On February 25, 2019, a field survey was conducted 
to assess habitat conditions of the site.  The site consisted of an open grassland that was/is 
maintained through occasional mowing, not considered preferred habitat for the Gray Bat.    

No effect 

 

Migratory Birds:  There are several Migratory birds of concern within the project area.  There will be no tree clearing associated with this project.   


















