Assembly of First Nations Resolution

subject

Opposing Legislation Tntroduced in the United States Congress Terminating the Government-to-Government Relatlonship of Federally Recognized Indian Telbes and Nations
a, ac

Noved by: Chiaf Shane Gortfriedaon, Kamloops Indian Band,

s

condad by: Grand Chief Doug Kelly, Proxy, Seabird Ialand Band, BC

DECISION: Adopted by consensus.

[

Tndigenous pecples have the right to determine their oun Ldenticy or membe:

On behalf of the Cherskee Nation, Principal Chief Chad Snith has requested that the Assenbly of First Nations denounce the legislative actions by the United States Congress and object to any legislation or federal action which diminishes, linits or reduces soversignty of federally recognized tribes or nations:
On June 215t 2007, a menber of the United States Congress introduced K. 2624 in 110th 1at Session of Congress that would break a long historical obligation of tribal self-govermment and threaten the rights of all Indian natlons in the United States to deternine, and thus preserve, oue distinctively indigenous ldentiticss

H.R. 2824 calls for the termination of the government-to-govermment relationship batueen the Cherokee Nation and the United States;

This alaming, inappropriate and unacceptable legislative overreach undermines soveroign tribal governkents and sets a dangerous precedent to all indigenous nations;
It has been the historic policy of Assembly of First Nations o cbject to leglslation which dininishes, terminates, linits or reduces sovereigncy of indigenous nations:
The Nationsl Congress of Anerican Indians and the Assenbly of Firet Nations Kinship Accord remains a priority to increase intermationsl cosperation for the isherent rishts of indigenous pecple.

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Zeoples in Article 33 (1) and (2) provides
cohip in accordance with their custons and traditions. This doas not irpalr the right of indigenous individuals to cbtain cltizenship of the States in which they live.

custans s
Indigenous peoples have the right to determine the structures and ta select the menbership of thelr institutions in sccordance ith their own procedures.

TWEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that:

1

2.

e Chiefs-in-Assenbly hereby denounce and cbject to H.R.2824 - or any other termination provisions or anendments in legislation that severs the overmment-to-government relationship between soverelgn nations and the United States Faderal Government or any legislative action which diminishes limits or reduces funding of the United States to Indian rations.

The Chiefa-in-Assenbly of the ARN hereby, resffimm our faith in fundamental human righte, in the dignity snd worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of all First Nations and indigenous pecples, both lazge and smalls to employ national and international strategies for the promotion of the political, sconcmic and social advancement of our

peoples.



